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this system. As the executive branch imple-
ments this legislation, I encourage the Con-
gress to work with the executive branch to
consider alternatives for further improve-
ments.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 27, 2000.

Note: H.R. 5630, approved December 27, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-567.

Statement on Signing the Omnibus
Indian Advancement Act

December 27, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
5528, the “Omnibus Indian Advancement
Act.” This Act is the product of lengthy nego-
tiations among the Congress, my Administra-
tion, tribal governments and other interested
parties. I commend all of the participants in
these negotiations for their work in pro-
ducing a bill that will benefit many Indian
communities.

This Act emphasizes my Administration’s
commitment to self-determination and self-
governance of American Indian, Alaska Na-
tive, and Native Hawaiian people. In par-
ticular, the Act establishes an American In-
dian Education Foundation to encourage and
accept private gifts to help further the edu-
cation of Indian children attending Bureau
of Indian Affairs schools in grades K-12; of-
fers increased economic development oppor-
tunities for Indian tribes; authorizes new ac-
tivities to help support and improve tribal
governance, including the new Native Na-
tions Institute at the Morris K. Udall Foun-
dation; provides for the settlement of an his-
toric land case in California; restores and re-
establishes the Federal and trust relationship
to two separate tribal groups; improves hous-
ing assistance to and affordable housing for
Native Americans and Native Hawaiians; and
includes other benefits and authorities for
various American Indian, Alaska Native, and
Native Hawaiian communities.

Section 1104 of this bill raises a constitu-
tional concern insofar as it could be read to
interfere with my constitutional authority to
determine when and whether to recommend
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legislation to the Congress. I will therefore
treat it as precatory.

This Act demonstrates our commitment to
providing more support to the aboriginal
peoples of this Nation. I am pleased to sign
it into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 27, 2000.

Note: H.R. 5528, approved December 27, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-568.

Statement on Signing the Assistance
for International Malaria Control Act

December 27, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
2943, the “Assistance for International Ma-
laria Control Act.” In doing so, however, I
note that section 405(b) of the Act purports
to restrict the President’s constitutional au-
thority to appoint “Officers of the United
States” by requiring that individuals be ap-
pointed to the Pacific Charter Commission
only “after consultation” with specified mem-
bers of the Congress and by requiring that
not more than four of the appointees “may
be affiliated with the same political party.”
Because the work of the Commission may
interfere with the constitutional authority
vested in the President to conduct foreign
affairs, the restrictions in section 405(b) are
constitutionally problematic and I therefore
construe these restrictions to be precatory
only.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 27, 2000.

NOTE: S. 2943, approved December 27, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-570.

Interview With the New York Times
November 30, 2000

Vietnam and China

Q. Thank you for seeing us. As you prob-
ably know, we’re preparing to write this fairly
lengthy series that looks back over the past



